THE    GREAT    TUDORS

Lyly wrote two or three songs to each one of his plays, but,
oddly enough, they do not appear in the Quarto edition, only
in Blount's 1632 reprint. It is interesting that the others
are not markedly inferior to the Campaspe songs. The
" Fairies Song " in Endimion:

" Pinch him, pinch him, black and blue,
Sawcie mortalls must not viewe
What the Queene of Stars is doing
Nor pry into our Fairy wooing"

is as lively a warble as any of the lyrics in Beaumont and
Fletcher, while Daphne's Song in Midas (" My Daphne's
hair is twisted gold . . .") reads uncommonly like " the
first streaks, the early dawn " of the specific Carolean lyric
and to pass over the technically Renaissance lyric altogether.
Lyly's songs, indeed, if not so good as the best of his con-
temporary's, Greene, are so just in sound and free in move-
ment that it was an outrageous paradox for him to make
prose his chief medium. The felicity of the natural lyrist
was his. In poetry, he forgot his library and discarded his
wearisome literary etiquette. In poetry, he shut up his
books and walked in the garden. Too brief the spell and
soon he was conscientiously back in the reading-room and
the rustling of bough was exchanged for that of page.

But even in his prose Lyly could now and again write a
happy sentence. In the two parts of Euphues I have found
two examples ; none, alas, in the Plays: " Issyda, the water
standing in her eyes, clasping my hand in hers, with a sadde
countenance answered me thus." The action itself was in
the proper convention of the Italian novella, where tearful
ladies were always clasping hands as preliminary to a dis-
sertation in which they demonstrated that grief in the
Petrarchist's or Marinist's or Euphuist's breast was never
known to overcome the power to voice it. But there is
melody in the words and in the other sentence, something
more. There is beauty. " Gentlemen and Friends, the
longest Summer's day hath his evening, Ulisses arriveth at
last, and rough windes in time bring the ship to safe Road."
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